Family Tree Documentation Project Requirements
1. Prepare a family tree, document four generations of your family, including yourself as Generation 1.  Look on the virtual history classroom web site for guidance on how to document a family tree.   Create a tree that can be folded and placed in your project binder.  
2. Begin your research.  It is best to create a folder or document box in which to collect supporting artifacts, including copies of photos, documents, articles from books, obituaries, letters, and anything else that you find that helps establish your family heritage.  If you interview someone on tape, include a copy of the tape or CD. Be careful to black out any social security numbers on document copies, and be sure to return originals.  Clearly identify the person the document or photo relates to.  If you are researching someone who is still living, be sure to get their permission before you use any of their photographs, letters, or other documents.
3. Select from the four generations you have researched one family member who is connected in some way to some interesting or important event in the history of your town, county, state, or the nation.  It can be an uncle or aunt, grandparent, or parent, brother, or even cousin.  Then, in an essay of three or more typed pages (see syllabus for standards), write about the following:

a. What was the event, and when did it take place?

b. What happened?  

c. What role did your ancestor play in the event?  

d. What do you think about the event and your ancestor’s role in it? 

4. Compose a one- to two-page typed reflective essay in which you discuss your experience with this project.  Here are some things you should include:

a. How long did you spend on this project?

b. What were some setbacks, some exciting accomplishments?

c. How did the project help you to understand your family’s story?

d. How did the project help improve your understanding of American history? 

e. What could you have done better?  What are you most proud of?

5. Decorate your binder to reflect your project, and include your name on the front cover.  Place inside the binder, in order:

a. Your reflective essay

b. Your ancestor’s story

c. Your family tree
d. Mounted copies of some of your most interesting documents and photographs.
