American History: Final Exam Study Guide
INSTRUCTIONS:  USE THIS TO PREPARE FOR YOUR EXAM.  YOU MAY NOT BRING A PRINTED COPY OF THIS DOCUMENT TO CLASS WITH YOU ON EXAM DAY: POSSESSION OF THIS DOCUMENT ON EXAM DAY WILL RESULT IN A ZERO..  
GEOGRAPHY 
1. Which geographic advantage did the United States gain by purchasing the Louisiana Territory from France in 1803?

a. warm-water ports on the Atlantic coast

b. rich fishing areas in the Great Lakes

c. full control of the Mississippi River

d. vast coal reserves in the region west of Pennsylvania 

2.  Which geographic factor had the greatest influence on early patterns of industrialization in the United States?

a. scarcity of flat land on which to build factories

b. shortages of timber and coal

c. desire of workers to live in mild climates

d. availability of waterpower to operate machines 
3.  What is the best title for this series of maps?
a. Industrialization of the United States
b. Sectional Conflicts in the United States
c. Transportation Revolution in the United States
d. Shifting Frontier of the United States 
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FOUNDATIONS OF GOVERNMENT 
4. According to the Declaration of Independence, the fundamental purpose of government is to

a. protect people’s natural rights

b. equalize opportunities for all citizens

c. provide for the defense of the nation

d. establish a system of free public education 

RECONSTRUCTION – 4 
5.  After the Civil War President Johnson allowed Southern states to pass laws restricting the rights of newly freed African Americans.  These were called

a. Apartheid Restrictions

b. Jim Crow Laws

c. Black Codes

d. Lynch laws

6.  Southern Whites sometimes regained control of their state legislatures by re-dividing voting districts to restrict the voting rights of African Americans in a process called

a. Gerrymandering

b. Filibustering

c. Disenfranchising

d. Embargoing

7. Slavery in America was outlawed by 

a. Amendment XVI of the Constitution, ratified on June 5 of 1866

b. Amendment XIII of the Constitution, ratified on December 6 of 1865

c. Amendment XIX of the Constitution, ratified on July 4 of 1866

d. Amendment XVI of the Constitution, ratified on May 21, 1865

8. (2) What is “sharecropping”?  Why was it harmful to the economic liberty of freed slaves? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. In 1862, the Homestead Act and the Pacific Railway Act were passed primarily to
a. achieve Northern victory in the Civil War
b. develop the Midwest and western parts of the country
c. improve the lives of freed slaves
d. expand overseas markets to Asia and Europe 

INDUSTRIALISM / PROGRESSIVE REFORM 
10. The Second Great Awakening helped fuel all of the following except 
a. The temperance movement 
b. The states’ rights movement

c. The abolition movement

d. The women’s right movement

11. The combining of several competing firms under a single head is known as a 

a. Conglomeration

b. Merger

c. Spinoff

d. Consolidation
12. “There would come all the way back from Europe old sausage that had been rejected, and that was moldy and white – it would be dosed with borax and glycerin, and dumped into the hoppers, and made over again for home consumption.”  The author of this passage is most likely

a. A settlement worker

b. A muckraker

c. A suffragist

d. A social scientist

13. Congress passed the _______________________ Act in 1890; it became a powerful legislative weapon during the presidency of  ___________________

a. Bacon Anti-consolidation Act, Franklin Delano Roosevelt

b. Clayton Anti-trust Act, William McKinley

c. Sheridan Anti-conglomerate Act, Warren G. Harding

d. Sherman Anti-Trust act, Theodore Roosevelt
14. An important political aim of the Progressive movement was to

a. guarantee government jobs for the unemployed

b. stimulate democratic reforms such as the initiative and the referendum

c. Create a unicameral national legislature

d. increase the participation of African Americans in the Federal Government
IMMIGRATION / IMPERIALISM 
15. In the late 19th century, the pattern of United States immigration changed in that

a. far fewer immigrants arrived in the United States than in previous years

b. most immigrants chose to settle in the rural, farming regions of the western United States

c. increasing numbers of immigrants came from eastern and southern Europe

d. most immigrants were political refugees 
16. Between 1880 and 1900, most immigrants coming to the United States settled in the cities along the east coast because

a. many factory jobs were available in the East

b. little farmland remained to be settled in the Midwest

c. most immigrants came from the cities of Europe

d. city laws afforded special rights and protections for immigrants 

17. According to the cartoonist, the United States has

a. an ethnically diverse population

b. an overly restrictive immigration policy

c. a national requirement that high school students learn foreign languages

d. a census report printed in languages that are spoken in the United St
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18. The principle that the United States has the right to act as the "policeman of the Western Hemisphere" and intervene in the internal affairs of Latin American nations was established by the
a. Good Neighbor policy
b. Open Door policy 
c. Roosevelt Corollary to the Monroe Doctrine
d. Marshall Plan

WORLD WAR I  
19. A major reason for the isolationist trend in the United States following World War I was

a. a desire to continue the reforms of the Progressives

b. the public’s desire to end most trade with other nations

c. the failure of the United States to gain new territory

d. a disillusionment over the outcomes of the war 

20. During World War I, many American women helped gain support for the suffrage movement by
a. protesting against the war
b. joining the military service
c. lobbying for child-care facilities
d. working in wartime industries 

21. The migration of African Americans to the North during and following World War I was mainly a result of the

a. success of military desegregation

b. efforts of the civil rights movement

c. availability of new factory jobs

d. impact of affirmative action programs 
22. All of the following are provisions of the Versailles Treaty except

a. Germany lost all of its colonies

b. Germany had to admit guilt in causing the war

c. Germany had to surrender Alsace and Lorraine to France

d. Germany could maintain a navy of only 50,000 men

THE RED SCARE / GREAT DEPRESSION / NEW DEAL 
23. Based on a study of the trial of Sacco and Vanzetti (1920’s) and the internment of Japanese Americans (1940’s), which conclusion is most accurate?

a. The Bill of Rights is not intended to apply to naturalized citizens

b. Racial and ethnic hostilities are effectively checked by adherence to due process of law.

c. Internment of suspected criminals is necessary during wartime.

d. Nativism and racism sometimes override the ideals of constitutional democracy. 

24. After World War I, why did American farmers fail to share in the general economic growth of the United States?

a. Many immigrants were settling in the west and competing with the farmers.

b. The Federal Government reduced the number of acres on which farmers could grow subsidized crops.

c. Farmers could not produce enough to keep up with demand.

d. Overproduction and competition caused falling prices. 
25. The Harlem Renaissance of the 1920’s was a period when African Americans
a. left the United States in large numbers to settle in Nigeria
b. created noteworthy works of art and literature
c. migrated to the West in search of land and jobs
d. used civil disobedience to fight segregation in the Armed Forces 
26. In the 1930’s, the enactment of New Deal programs demonstrated a belief that

a. corporations were best left to operate without government interference

b. state governments should give up control over commerce inside their states

c. the Federal Government must concern itself with the people’s economic well-being

d. the United States Constitution was not relevant to 20th-century life
WORLD WAR II 
27. During World War II, women and minorities made economic gains mainly because

a. a shortage of traditional labor created new opportunities in the workplace

b. more educational opportunities increased the number of skilled workers in these groups

c. labor unions successfully demanded equal opportunities for these groups

d. new civil rights legislation forced businesses to change their hiring practices 

28. President Harry Truman’s decision to use atomic bombs against Japan was primarily based on his belief that

a. An invasion of Japan would result in excessive casualties

b. Germany would refuse to surrender in Europe

c. an alliance was developing between Japan and the Soviet Union

d. Japan was in the process of developing its own atomic weapons 
29. The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941 is an illustration of the

a. impact a single event can have on public opinion a time of crisis

b. effectiveness of a policy of appeasement in stopping aggression

c. success of the pacifist movement in the United States

d. role of communism as a negative influence in global affairs 
30. The rulings of the Supreme Court in Dred Scott v. Sanford (1857), Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), and Korematsu v. United States (1944) all demonstrate that the Supreme Court has

a. continued to extend voting rights to minorities

b. protected itself from internal dissent

c. sometimes failed to protect the rights of minorities

d. often imposed restrictions on free speech during wartime 

31. After World War II, the Marshall Plan was proposed as a way to
a. improve diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union
b. help European nations recover economically
c. remove nuclear weapons from Western Europe
d. bring Nazi war criminals to justice 
32.  “. . . it is known that there are Japanese residents of California who have sought to aid the Japanese enemy by way of communicating information . . .”   — Culbert Olson, Governor of California, February 1942.   This statement helped influence President Franklin D. Roosevelt to
a. ask Congress to declare war on Japan
b. force most Japanese Americans to leave the United States
c. send federal troops to guard California’s capital
d. restrict the civil liberties of Japanese Americans 
COLD WAR / KOREAN WAR / VIETNAM – 11
33. “Sputnik Launch Propels Soviets Ahead in Space Race” In 1957, the United States government responded to the event described in this headline by

a. reducing military spending

b. building a joint space station with the Soviet Union

c. constructing President Ronald Reagan’s “Star Wars” defense system

d. providing funds to improve the educational system in the United States
34. The Truman Doctrine and the Marshall Plan represented attempts by the United States to deal with the
a. national debt
b. threat of communism
c. President’s political opposition
d. arms race 
35. All of the words listed below might be used to describe the 1950s EXCEPT
a. Ambiguity

b. Conformity

c. Suspicion

d. integration

36. The United States and the Soviet Union came close to launching a nuclear war

a. in the October, 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis

b. over the 1961 Bay of Pigs invasion

c. following the 1963 assassination of President Kennedy

d. during the 1948 Berlin Blockade

37. United States annexation of the Philippines (1898) and military involvement in Vietnam (1960’s and 1970’s) are similar because in each event the United States

a. achieved its long-range foreign policy objectives

b. put the domino theory into action

c. demonstrated the strength and success of its military power

d. provoked domestic debate about its involvement in the internal affairs of other nations 
38.  Truman’s foreign policy doctrine of _________________was not based on fighting an all-out war with the Soviet Union, but of confining communism and the Soviet Union to their existing boundaries. This doctrine led directly to the Vietnam War. 
a. Confinement

b. Appeasement

c. Detente

d. Containment 
39. President Eisenhower challenged the Soviet union with a nuclear armaments-based policy based on

a. Containment

b. Massive retaliation

c. First-strike option

d. Strategic brinkmanship

40. The theory that led the United States into involvement in Vietnam was known as the 

a. The Guantanamo Theory

b. The Iron Curtain Theory

c. The Haiphong Theory

d. The Domino Theory

THE 1960s CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT

41.  “We have never initiated violence against anyone, but we do believe that when violence is practiced against us ewe should be able to defend ourselves.  We don’t believe in turning the other cheek.”  This quote best reflects the ideas of

a. Martin Luther King, Jr.

b. Rosa parks

c. Malcolm X

d. Ella J. Baker

42. Which of the following was the result of the other three?
a. In some places, state and local laws upheld racial segregation.

b. Congress passed a new civil rights act and a new voting rights act.

c. Several civil rights groups were organized.

d. Some state and local governments barred African Americans from voting.

43. The New deal and the great Society were most alike in that they both

a. Emphasized expanded civil rights for African Americans

b. Had as their main goals relief for the unemployed and economic recovery.

c. Increased the role of the federal government in people’s lives.

d. Went into effect despite strong presidential opposition
SUPREME COURT CASES / CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENTS
44. The Jim Crow legal system, which expanded in the South after Plessy v. Ferguson (1896), was based on the Supreme Court’s interpretation of the

a. due process clause of the 5th Amendment

b. states’ rights provision of the 10th Amendment

c. equal protection clause in the 14th Amendment

d. voting rights provision in the 15th Amendment 
45. The Supreme Court’s rulings in the Miranda case reinforced the rights of accused citizens to

a. A speedy trial by a jury of peers

b. Remain silent in order to avoid self-incrimination

c. Procedural and substantive due process

d. Reasonable bail 

46. All of the following were effects of rulings by the Warren Court EXCEPT
a. Involvement of federal courts in the reapportionment of state election districts.

b. Extended rights for people excused of crimes.
c. Protection of religious minorities through greater separation of church and state.
d. Increased state authority at the expense of federal authority.
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